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send in their resignations, when they would be dismissed the
army. Conferences took place later between the brigadiers and
their colonels, and between the colonels and the officers of their
regiments; and at the end of the day Paget telegraphed to the
war office that the brigadier (General Hubert Gough1) and 57
(out of 70) officers of the 3rd Cavalry Brigade 'prefer to accept
dismissal if ordered north'. Some colonels and many other
officers in the infantry took similar action; and there is no doubt
that in certain cases a good deal of pressure was put on indivi-
duals to offer their resignations with the rest.
The war office next ordered Gough and his three colonels to
Whitehall. There on 23 March they proceeded to negotiate
with the government, being covertly advised on every step by
the government's own servant, Sir Henry Wilson. Parliament
met the same day for the first time since the 'mutiny'2 of the
soth, and the indignation of the government parties boiled over.
The action of the officers was intensely unpopular in the country,
and the foremost spokesmen on behalf of outraged democracy
were labour leaders—John Ward3 of the Navvies' Union, and
J. H. Thomas, of the Railway Servants. Yet while the M.P.s
protested, the heads of the war office were selling the pass. The
cabinet had agreed to a memorandum in three paragraphs, the
second of which ran: eAn officer or soldier is forbidden in future
to ask for assurances as to orders which he may be required to
obey.' In direct defiance of this Gough and his officers persisted
in demanding a written assurance that they would not be called
on eto enforce the present Home Rule Bill on Ulster'. Seely, to
appease them, with the approval of Morley, weakly added two
more paragraphs, which he and the chief of staff and the quarter-
master-general initialled; and when Gough asked whether they
meant what he wanted, the chief of staff, Sir John French,
initialled a written statement that they did. Goiigh returned
victorious to the Curragh, where he had an ovation from his
officers, and all resignations were withdrawn.
1 Afterwards Sir Hubert Gough, commander of the Fifth Army in the European
war.
a Strictly there was no mutiny, for the officers concerned disobeyed no order;
they were offered an option to take a certain course, and took it. Yet if it be mutiny
to conspire to paralyse from within the disciplined action of an army, unquestion-
ably there was such a conspiracy, although-the actual officers at the Curragh were
not its authors.
3 Who afterwards rendered the nation great service during the European war,
where he organized and commanded, as colonel, a Navvies' Battalion.

